Speech, Language and Hearing Screenings

Speech and Language screenings are a wonderful way to indicate if a child may or may not need intervention for possible concerns noted by the family or teacher. We are happy to provide these services at the school location for the convenience of the parents and school staff. 
Why are speech and language screenings important? Why should young children receive one?

Some young children exhibit questionable speech skills as they develop. They may: substitute sounds or not respond appropriately to questions, they may seem like they don’t grasp information in the classroom as quickly as others, or maybe stammer over their words. These episodes could possibly be developmental in nature, meaning the child could grow out of them. A trained, experienced, professional can determine if the concerns are developmental or not which could make the difference in school and social success.
What does a screening involve?


Each child will receive a speech, language, and hearing screening. The total screening time is approximately 15-20 minutes. After the child has completed his/her screening it is then scored and a letter is sent home to the parents to inform them of the results. Recommendations are also given as to what the next step for the child should be. In some cases there are no recommendations if a child seems to demonstrate skills that are age appropriate. However, a rescreen or a full evaluation may be recommended if the child demonstrates skills that he or she should show proficiency with for their age. A complete evaluation would identify if a disorder is present and therapy is needed. We use the Fluharty-2 when screening children. This instrument has been widely used for speech and language screenings. It is an assessment tool individually administered to children between the ages of 3 and 7 years old that helps to quickly identify those who may need a more comprehensive evaluation of their speech sounds or language processing skills.
What do we as a school need to do?


We will provide you with a permission letter for parents that will introduce us and also give brief explanation of the screening and costs. We will also provide a developmental checklist to help parents and teachers identify possible concerns if they aren’t already aware of them. We will also provide any and all equipment, forms and response letters for parents. We ask the center to provide copies of the permission letter to the parents, one large room or two small rooms to accommodate two therapists, a table and an outlet for an audiometer. We also ask the school or center to assist in the collection of forms and fees from families. 
Is there a cost?


Yes, a small fee of $25 per child is asked to cover costs of testing protocols, audiometers, and the therapist’s time. This is typically the families’ responsibility, however; some centers have used grant monies to assist families with the cost. Even though, free screenings through the state are no longer available, we feel this small fee will help us to continue to provide this valuable service to children.
What is next?


To schedule this service for the children and families of your center, please contact us. We will need about two weeks notice prior to providing the screenings.  Some centers are only in operation in the morning hours or there may be times when performing a screening is inappropriate (during nap time, lunch time or recess time) we may need approximately two to three days in your center to complete all screenings depending on the number of children to be screened. It is best to schedule screenings mid fall to give your children and families time to settle into the school year and teachers the opportunity to get to know their children and recognize any concerns that could be addressed during a speech and language screen. 
Thank you for your interest and commitment to providing excellent care to children. Please call 704-896-8688 Ext. 203 for scheduling. 
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